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DO YOU BELIEVEIN FLYING

SAUCERS
(FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT)

WASHINGTON,May 7,-To-day'sworld some
timesseemsto be madeup mostlyof peoplewho
believethereare 'flyingsaucers'and thosewho
believethereare not.

The argumentapparentlyhas beengoingon a
longtime.The U.S.Air Forcesayspeoplehavebeen
reporting unidentifiedflyingobjectssincearound1700
—andprobablya longtimebeforethat.

CharlesG. Row, PresidentTruman'ssecretarysaid the WhiteHouse
knowsof no flying saucer secret weaponthatthisor any othercountryhas
developed.

But thisdid not put an end to all the recent talk.

Air Force officers
say It Is be-

cause some people are convinced

this countryhas developed a fly-
ing saucertype of aircraftand be-
lieve that officials cannotadmit It
publicly becauseit Is In the secret

weapon class.
Other people are convinced

therecouldnot be so many reports

flyingaroundit there were not
real flyingsaucers.

KennethArnold,Boise, Idaho,
businessman,

on Tuesday,June 24,
1947,made one of the firsteye
witness reportson Flying saucers.

The ones be said he saw were
over ML Rainier,Washington.

Arnold told the Associated

Pressat Boiserecentlyhe is con-
vincedthe flyingsaucersare of
'extra terrestrial origin.'But he
said this does not necessarily

mean they came from another
planet.
'It is obvious to me that there

must be some connection between

the saucersand the mysterious

submarines which are reportedat
times when the saucerreportsare
prevalent,'he said.

Arnold says he has seen flying

saucersthree times since he

noticedthe firstones and says he
has motionpictures. He has con-
cluded that what sometimes ap-
pear to be sun

reflections actually

may be power plantswhich pul-
sate every20 milesin flight.

Try tossing out that theory to
brightenthe dinner table conver-
sation.Here Is the

conversation

it evokedat one dinnerparty:

'It's reasonable to assume some

other planet is making observa-

tionsof the earth.'

'But one of the saucers would
have crashedby now. We would
have the wreckage.'

'Not necessarily. They could
be so far aheadof us theybuild
aircraftthat never crash.'

'But they wouldhave landed by
this time. If they'remaking
observationsthey've probably
been doing it for years.They
wouldwant to talk with us.'
'Maybethey have radio.Maybe

theyhave listenedin on someof
our radio conversations. They
may know all aboutthe kind of
world we have down here. Maybe
they pick up up on

television.

Maybe they lust don't want to
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have anything to do with us.'
Astronomers say objects seen

at great distances frequently re-
semble balls or discs.

CharlesFort, authorof the
'Books of CharlesFort,' which
Air Force officersnave studied.

made It a pointto gatherInforma-

tion on remarkable happenings
reportedIn the heavensfor cen-
turies.He cites an Incidentre-
ported to the British science

magazine'Nature'by Admiral
Erasmus Commanney.

The admiral said he was stand-

Ing outsidea hotel at
LJanberis,

North Wales,and saw a light
which 'ImmediatelyresolvedItself
Into a clearlydefineddisc about
three times the size of Jupiter.'

It disappeared,discharging bril-
liant orangeclouds.
He reportedthis happenedon

August 56, 1894. His description

Is not dissimilar to
descriptions

made this year of flyingsaucers.

Fort citesdozens of aerial in-
cidentsdatingas far back as
1704, In that year peoplecon-
nected mysterious heavenlylights
In England and Switzerland with
earthquakes.

Fort quotesNew York news-
papersstorieson the great air-
shipcasein 1897.

The 'New York Sun' reported

that a mysteriouslight, travelling

about 60 miles an hour and
directedtowards earth, appeared
over KansasCity. A week later
dozensof peoplenear Chicago
thoughtthey saw lights,red and
green swayingoverhead.
A thingthathad the shapeof a

giant cigar,with a brightsearch

light, later was reported over
Texas. Similar reportscame from
many points.Back in Illinoisit
was reportedthe giant airship
returned, landedin a farm field
and took off again.

Tbe U.S. Air Forceargues that
If men from Mars — or another

planet— have been flying around
here all these years sooneror
later they would land and make
contactwith peopleon this earth.

Astronomershave told the Air

Force they do sot believeMartia
civilisationwould be withina half,
century of earth's development.

And we have not startedusing
spaceshipsyet.
'It appearsthat space travel

from anotherpoint within the
solar systemis possiblebut very
unlikely,'

the Air Force sums up.

unlikely,'

the Air Force sums up.
The possibilitythat space ships

are coming from another solar
systemalso was consideredby
astronomers.

They said there are
around 22 known systems besides
ours.

But they said the nearest Is so
far awayit wouldtakea flying

saucerpilot 80 years to reach
earth,even if he travelled 18,000
miles a second.


